
The Child Death Review Team Process 
 
 
  

Child Dies 

Time Line 
24 - 48 hours  

after death 

Time Line 
15 -36 days 
after death 

Medical examiner,  
law enforcement, FIA or other 

team member determines need for 
an emergency child death review 
meeting. If need is determined, 
team coordinator is contacted. 

Natural deaths: county clerk sends 
CDR coordinator copy of death 

certificate. 
All other deaths: medical 
examiner’s office sends 

coordinator copy of death 
certificate. 

Team coordinator contacts 
all team members to 

convene meeting. 

Team coordinator files 
information and sends 
recommendations to all 

involved parties. 

Team coordinator prepares 
a list of all deaths. 

Team coordinator prepares 
case summaries and sends 

to team members with 
meeting date. 

Team coordinator meets 
with medical examiner to 
determine which cases to 

review. 

Team coordinator chairs 
meeting. All cases are 

reviewed and 
recommendations shared 

with involved parties. 

Team members gather 
information on child to 

present at meeting. 

Medical examiner chairs 
emergency meeting and gathers 

information. Child’s death is 
reviewed and recommendations 

are made for investigation or 
other action. 

Immediate Review Periodic Review 

Investigation Occurs 

Child Death Review Report is 
completed and sent to state 

program office.
Child Death Review Report is 

completed and sent to state 
program office. 

Case may be 
reviewed again 

at next 
meeting. 


